












St. Columbkille Parish will send representatives to attend 
World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain in August, 2011. The 
purpose of World Youth Day is to gather youth  
(ages 15-39) from around the world to pray and meet with 
Pope Benedict XVI, other church leaders as well as with 
one another. Children under age 15 “may” be permitted to 
attend if accompanied by a parent.  
 

It takes a tremendous amount of planning and fundraising to 
attend a once-in-a-lifetime event like World Youth Day. 
During the next 2½ years, fundraisers, events and meetings 
will take place to prepare our representatives. We kindly 
ask for your ongoing support and encouragement as our 
young people prepare for this pilgrimage.  
 

Our next fundraiser is a pie sale in December. Deadline to 
order is December 12 and pies can be picked up on  
December 18 just in time for the holiday! Watch the  
bulletin for details or contact the Religious Education  
office at 724-695-2146 for more information.  
 

If you are interested in more information regarding World Youth Day 2011, please contact Dr. Josie at 724-695-2146. 
 

 

On October 4th, which is the feast day of St. Francis of 
Assisi, Fr. Dom, parishioners and their pets took part in 
a treasured tradition conducted in remembrance of  
St. Francis’ love for all creatures. This tradition is 
referred to as Blessing of the Animals.  
 
From large dogs to even a fish in a baggie, parishioners 
brought their pets to be blessed to our parking lot. 
Many enjoyed this opportunity to take their animal 
companions to church for this unique celebration. 
 
“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living 
creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the 
air and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to 
call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to 
bless this pet. By the power of your love, enable it to 
live according to your plan. May we always praise you 
for all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord 
our God, in all your creatures! Amen.” 
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World Youth Day 2011 

In July, 2008 St. Columbkille sent 8 youth  
representatives to Sydney, Australia for WYD ‘08 

 

Dr. Josie and our Religious Education Staff are currently 
working toward WYD 2011 in Madrid, Spain 

Blessing of the Animals  
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Parish Picnic 2008 
 The weather was great. The food 
was delicious. The fellowship was 
what the day was all about!  

 On September 7th, parishioners 
and their families gathered for our 
annual Parish Picnic at the Cardinal 
Pavilion at the Findlay Twp.  
Community Park.  
 

 Mass began at 1:30 pm and was 
followed by a meal of hamburgers,  
hot dogs, fried chicken, baked 
beans, pasta salad, watermelon and 
LOTS of yummy desserts.  

The youngsters had a ball with a 
moon walk, face painting, golf ball 
toss for goldfish and other great 

 

activities. Bingo and a 50/50 raffle, 
won by Phil Arrigo, capped of the 
full day of events.  

Thanks to all who joined us and a 
HUGE thank you to all the volun-
teers and fellowship committee who 
work so hard to “pull together” 
such an enjoyable event each year.  


